keep them running so we can respond to a

.'eall in the first place.

“But we won’t have that problem any-
more. We've got two brand new trucks and

they’re ready to go.”

County roads in
need of repairs

costing $8 million

- Second in a two-~part series

By ED HOWELL
Eagle News Editor

CARBON HILL - Walker
County would already have
enough on its hands to
replace bridges, as the total
estimated cost would be $20
million. However, the county’s
engineer said last week that
it would cost $8.15 million to
just do basic resurfacing.

However, the cost is four
Limes t when one consid-
ers upgrading the roads to
deal with heavy equipment,
and there are other factors
that also make it difficult to
deal with keeping the high-
ways in shape.

Roads that have already
been resurfaced are some-
times in need of stripping, but
crews can't get to them
because employees are divert-
od to dealing with 911 signs,
ty Engineer David Edgil
cost Lo the county
ng labor to that

problem is ' approximately
$100,000 a year, he indicated.

Roads are also wearing

down quicker because of oth-
er improvements. One, ironi-
cally, is Corridor X, which has
required crews to repeatedly
drive trucks down the side
roads. Around some of the

'. N

game areas, coal trucks can
be seen hauling around the
area.

The sight of coal trucks is
becoming more common, as
some surface mine companies
in the area have reportedly
tripled in production over
nearly three years. However,
it only makes it more chal-
lenging for county road crews.

Fidgil pointed out one road
near Corridor X that deals
with interstate work crews
and coal trucks. The road was
built to state specifications
when work on the interstate
started, and was given to the
county for upkeep. However,
work on the interstate has
dragged on, coal trucks have
come through and the road -
now the county’s responsibili-
ty - needs work, even with the
state standards, ,

“To build to hold up to coal
traffic, you have to have con-
siderable rebuilding,” he said.

More work is needed with
the basing and the road
would likely need to be
widened. As a result, the cost
of work on such a road would
double, he said.

Paving work is already
expensive just looking at nor-
mal road surfacing for a coun-
ty highway. It costs up to
$18,000 a mile to resurface a
county road with plant mix,

o leimiis '

mLmpire fire consists or apout 4U volun-
teer firefighters, who come from three or
four different families in the Empire com-
munity. And Green said, like so many of

See EMPIRE, A11» Nnew
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Members of the Empire Volunteer Fire Department listen as a representative from
Good Hope Fire Apparatus Company explains how to turn on and off the pump or;

2006 Kenworth Pumper/Tanker he delivered Sunday morning.

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ed Howell

Crews along the Corridor X, who have been using heavy machinery near the new inter-
state, are said to be part of the problem in terms of wearing out county roads which
are now badly in need of repair.

and about $9,000 a mile just
to tar and gravel, Edgil said,
if one doesn’t count labor,
which is paid for usually by
gas tax funding, If labor were
added, it would cost $18,000 a
mile to tar and gravel, and
$35,000 a mile for asphalt. -
Edgil used an in-between
figure of $22,250 a mile to
look at the total county pic-
ture, as he does not know how
much road work needed now
involves asphalting and how
much involves tar and gravel.

L CAlQaid N 2 (110)

He consulted with county
commissioners last week and
determined, without county
labor costs, that it would cost
$8,152,400 to get materials
for or to contract to get all the
county roads up to speed -
without bringing the roads to
a state standard to hold up to
coal, timber and other com-
mercial traffic.

That would blow up the
cost estimate to $36.6 million,
Edgil said.

Commissioners and Edgil

L 110 ' The dif )

identified 366 of the county’s
1,187 miles which needed
work now, or 31 percent of the
county’s roads. The break-
down includes 62 out of 248

miles in District 1
($1,379,500), 106 out of 304
miles in District = 2

($2,367,400), 142 miles out of

356 miles in District 3
($3,159,500), and 56 miles out
of 279 'in Distrigts 4
($1,246,000). Lo e

He said district crews also
See ROADS, A1 »

lew al-Qaida: Outsiders yearning for a mission
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Scouts
to hold
annual
sign-up
at school

-

More than 1,100 y«
men in Walker, Winston
Marion counties already
ticipate in either Cub S¢
or Boy Scouts. .

Zac. Lollar wants
number to increase.

Lollar, the district ex
tive for the Mountain
trict of the Black Wai
Council of the Boy Scou
America, will begin &

. week trying to encou

boys in first through sev
grades at schools in

three-county area to sig
for scouting.

Lollar will begin his ¢
up campaign Tuesday, .
16, at schools in Win
County. Later this m
and into next month, bo
schools in the Jasper aw\w
Walker County schoo
tems will have the chan
learn more about scoutin

“What we emphasiz

“how much fun scouting

be,” Lollar said. “We wai
give them some opporl
ties to get outside and n
in the house playing v
games all the time, We
to give them other venue
having fun.”

Lollar, who grow uj
secouting and achieved
ranle of Eagle Beout, nal



