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BEVILL STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Morrison dissatisfied with pace
of new math and science bulldmg

By ED HOWELL
Eagle Senior Writer

Bevill State Community College
Interim President Neal Morrison said he
was dissatisfied with general contractor
Stone Building Co. of
Birmingham in the
pace of building the
new math and science.
building on the Jasper
Campus.

“I had a ‘come to
Jesus meeting’ with the |
architect and the con-
tractor about six weeks
ago on how displeased I :
was with the perfor- Neal
mance of this company ;
that has this contract,” Morrison
Morrison told the
Jasper Kiwanis Club Monday. “Hopefully,
we’re moving in the right direction. They
have been more amenable and have been
working a little closer with the gentleman
hired to oversee this project for the col-

‘lege. It’'s sad. In life, there’s nothing
wrong with asking people for help.”

Morrison said when college representa-
tives went to the project manager to say
he doesn’t need to do a task a certain way,
the manager took offense.

“It’s costing us time and money, which
we don’t appreciate,” he said.

Construction on the two-story, L-
shaped building started on March 12 and
has been slated to end Sept. 11. Morrison
said now his best estimate is January
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“It's supposed to be ready for us to According to Neal Morrison, interim president of Bevill State Community College, construction delays

Seo BEVILL, A8 »=  COUld prevent the new math and science facility on the Walker College Gampus from opening to stu-
dents by the start of the fall term,
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move in the fall of the year,
and it will never happen,”
Morrison said. “They put us
in a heck of a bind. We want-

" ed to move in the fall of the

year, so it makes it hard for us
to schedule classes.

“They know I’'m not pleased
with their performance. It’s
been trouble since day one,”
Morrison said. “When I got
here and started watching it,
we've basically explained to
them that we are not happy
campers.”

The project manager for
the math and science build-
ing, Tricia Taylor, said the
project is on schedule and is
expected to be completed on
Sept. 11. She referred other
questions to Bill Stone, who
represented the company in
the meeting with Morrison.
Stone could not be reached for
comment late Friday after-
noon.

Morrison was also asked

.about the executive office

suites in the building, which

Indecision

patients in healthcare facilities and the

patients’ families.
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turned out to be larger than
expected. However, without
spending a large amount of
money, the project is too far
along to change-the rooms.

“Pm not being critical of
anyone. We won'’t start throw-
ing stones, but they are nice
sized offices, but to go back
and alter that, you're going to
spend twice as much money
because the stage that you
are in the building,” he said.

“Me, personally — and I
guess I'll burn myself by
doing it — had I been
involved in the beginning, I
would have never done it that
way. I think potentially what
you should have done is put
as much out there for class-
room space and labs as you
should for offices, but that’s
just me personally.”

Morrison said one has to
understand that “I'm the guy
that started in a broom clos-
et” and didn’t have a nice
office for several years.

“To me office space should

be the least of your priorities,”
Morrison said.
One priority that is result-
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ing from the construction is

parking. He jokingly said that
when he first arrived on the
Jagper campus he thought
someone should do something
about the lack of parking on
campus — and then he real-
ized that would be him.
“Parking is a major, major
issue, and it’'s only going to
get worse,” he said. “We've
been - working with the
Walker College Foundation
and others trying to find a
way to resolve the issue. At
the appropriate time I've got
some suggestions but I'm
keeping those to myself right

‘now until we get more people

involved and we get some
more comments.” : ;

The new math and sciences
building will include meeting
space, classrooms and admin-
istrative suites on the Jasper
campus. Renis O. Jones Jr,
president of PH&J Architects

From A1 |

in = Montgomery, showed
designs of the new $13 mil-
lion facility at a meeting of
the Jasper Rotary Club in
December.

The building will be able to
accommodate  anticipated
growth for years, he said, -
with 59,000 square feet of
heated and cooled space.

On the first floor will be a
262-seat dining area with a
full cafeteria and kitchen
designed to accommodate
civic clubs or pther organiza-
tions. There will also be a
tiered lecture hall, a student
lounge, classrooms, science
and computer labs, in addi-
tion to the administration
area. 2

The move will allow Bevill
Hall to be used primarily for
the nursing program and the
building now housing the
cafeteria and civic club meet-
ings will be used for continu-
ing education, Jones said.
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als on advance directives, said he feels
anyone 19 or older should have a direc-
tive in case of an emergency situation.

cians were not aware of their patient’s
directive.
Collier said consulting an attorney is




