Walker falls by
run to Athens

A day after lighting up the scoreboard
with 29 runs, Walker’s baseball team
was unable to come up with a clutch hit
as the Athens Golden Eagles held off a
late rally for a 3-2 victory at Valley Park
in their Class 5A playoff series. / C1
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State Rep. Tommy Sherer, D-
{lusper, has confirmed he will not
ush Sen. Charles Bishop’s
)ingo bills any more, which may
vave only a special session as
he last resort to pass the bills
bunning bingo halls and elec-
ronic bingo machines.

The next move, if that fails,
ould be a constitutional
mendment for next year that
ould decide the fate of electron-
¢ bingo and, if it atays, whether
natly different rules will a gpl

Sherer, who co-uponsored the
Huhop billy until now, said late
riday in a statoment that state
op. Ken Guin, D-Carbon Hill,

More debates?

Hillary Rodham Clinton took the
debate dispute to a new level Saturday,
challenging Barack Obama to face off

- with her in a debate without a moderator,
Lincoln-Douglas style. Her campaign
made the offer formal with a letter to the
Obama campaign. Obama aides said
they were studying the letter. / A7
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“There is no reason to go through this Iaborlous
process resulting in the situation remaining

unchanged.”

Rep Tommy Sherer,
. D-Jasper

would vote against the bingo
bills, making any effort worth-
less,

“Again, there is no reason to
go through this laborious
process resulting in the situation
remaining unchanged,” he said,

Bishop, R-Arloy, who found
out about Sherer's stand F‘rldni
morning, said he in dluappolnto
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in both Guin and Sherer on the
matter.

“He’s had a change of heart,
him and Guin both,” Bishop said.

Bishop said Sherer can call a
meeting of the Local Legislation
Committes that Sherer in a
mombor of and pasn the Bishop
hills out. Then the bills would go
to the 'Doumm Oommum.

EDITION

A day at the spa

For years, local residents had to drive to
Birmingham to get an exfoliating Body scrub or
hydrating aromatherapy facial. Now such ser-
vices are available closer to home at Rastore
Spa, the first day spa in Jasper. The spa is
owned and managed by Alicia Davis, an
Oakman native who now lives in Jasper. / B1
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which Bishop said would likely
pass them, and they would be
placed on the calendar. On the
House floor, Guin, who has called

" the Bishop bills unconstitution-

al, could then kill the bills.

Bishop said he recently asked
Sherer to call for the committee
meeting, adding Sherer could
have called for a meeting when
the bills passed out of the Senate
several weeks ago.

“He said, ‘I'll thmk about it, I'll
let you know Tuesday,” Bishop
quoted Sherer as saying, mean-
inq April 29,

I know (the Bishop billn were)
in trouble when he cnme up with
that wecond alternative bill”
Winhop wald,

horer

Sherer, Bishop debate bmgo bills

Bishop bills failed, he would
push for a compromise bill which
would set a $500,000 fee on each
bingo hall, which would likely
trim the number of halls to a few
large ones.

“You can’t say you are against
gambling and then you say to
allow it in the county but you
just cut it down to a certain
number,” Bishop said.

Bishop expressed exaspera-

tion with the situation in the

county, saying local bingo rules
are ineffective and that attituden
among legislators and county
officials were hypocriticnl,

“We haven't arrentod unyboﬂ.
Wao're always having new ¢h

' Bee BINGO, A1) =

Rep. Tommy
Sherer

: sln. Charles
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tronic/electrical technology and machin- ence for students. _i:I_opefully, it will pI:O_.- lack and what we neeél' to develop.”
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ties and they’re supposed to be there

five years,” he said. “It’s running
wild.”

What happens now?

Bishop said if his bills are killed,
‘he can go several routes. One he
ruled out was to kill all local bills
coming out of the House, saying.the
time of the session is too short and
that he would like to have support
later for other bills he could have.
He said he will communicate that to
the leadership of the House -- except
for Guin, whom he said he will not
talk to.

Because of the Senate being
bogged down in the Macon County
local bill on bingo, Bishop said it is
unlikely the budgets will pass and a
special session will have to be called.

I If that happens, Bishop said that
could buy time for the Ethics
Commission to rule against Guin.

Bishop then could get Gov. Bob.

Riley to include his bills in the gov-
ernor’s call for the special session,
and Sherer would then be free to
vote for them.

“Then it will be strictly in Tommy
Sherer’s hands,” Bishop said.

If all that fails, Bishop said he
would then hold town meetings in
the county in advance of introducing
a local bill to set up a new constitu-
tional amendment for local bingo.

County voters would have to

approve the amendment after it
passes in the Legislature.

He said he would hope a “yes” vote
would set up new rules and a “no”
vote would abolish electronic bingo,
using one amendment. Legal
experts might tell him it might have
to be accomplished in two amend-
ments, such as with one taking
effect if the other fails, he said.

If new rules were passed, Bishop
said they would likely take away
power from the county commission
to set rules and would set up a new
gambling commission to oversee
Walker County bingo. How money is
distributed to the charities would be
changed, particularly in the percent-
age of funds going to the charities.
While violations against the county
bingo rules constitute a misde-
meanor, he would set up some viola-

tions to be felony charges, Bishop
said.

Bishop on Macon bill

He also responded to criticism con-
cerning Bishop votes concerning the
Macon County bill, a local bill which
would set up a constitutional amend-
ment. : ;

The paper, which has run cartoons
and editorials, painted Bishop as
being hypocritical in how he handled
that situation as opposed to his oppo-
sition to bingo in Walker County. In
recounting April 15 votes on the
Macon bill, based on the Legislature’s
Web site, the newspaper said Bishop

~ voted for one budget isolation resolu-

tion to bring the bill up.

Bishop said if he lived in Macon
County, he would vote against the
measure in a referendum. However,
as a Walker County resident he didn’t
care what the outcome of the local bill
was, as that should be up to Macon
County voters. He also said if he
opposed that local bill, others could
come against him by blocking his
local bills.

He said he is thinking of taking out

advertisements to explain the Macon
votes. He also plans to host anti-bingo
advocates Tuesday in Montgomery to
walk them through what happened.

He also took a swipe at Guin’s
newspaper.

Sherer response

Sherer issued a written response
late Friday and declined to answer
further questions.

“It is very disappointing that
Senator Bishop would want me to
sign the gambling bill to Local
Legislation Committee (which deals
with local contested bills), knowing
the outcome would be the same: The
bill would be dead. This would only
put the good citizens of Walker
County in a bad light and further
expand a growing chasm in the
Walker County delegation,” Sherer
said.

He said it would be difficult to get a
contested bill with six days left and
the Senate and House both already
bogged down in separate matters —
the Macon County bill in the Senate
and the Education Budget in the
House.
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“Committees seldom meet at this
time of the session because it’s too
late for bills to get three readings and
pass both the House and Senate. If I
were to sign this bill to the Local
Legislation Committee and it were to
pass, it would then go to the Tourism
Committee, again not knowing when
or if this committee would meet
again,” he said. “But if it were to pass
this committee, it would then go to
the Rules Committee where it would
die.

If it did make it out of rules and
onto the calendar, only hie and Guin
would vote on it, he said.

“Unlike the Senate, the House has
a gentlemen’s agreement that no one
votes in anyone else’s local bills (espe-
cially contested bills). Therefore,
there would be my yes vote and a no
vote and the bill would be dead,”
Sherer said.

He said it is a documented fact he
does not vote against gambling bills.

“My record against gambling is
solid,” he said. “It is very disappoint-
ing that my integrity would be ques-
tioned and tainted when it comes to
this matter.”




